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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PC 03 446 B 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See Notificati °n ot Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4 1 6") 
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09 December 2003 (09.12,2003) 
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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Aurhority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report 15 also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application-* 

□ 

the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

1,5-10 

pages 

2,3,4,4a 



, as originally filed 



. filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, filed with ihe letter of _ 1 6 October 2004 Q g, 1 Q.2QQ4) 



1-9 



, as originally filed 



- • 35 tended (together with any statement under Article 19 
. * fil*d with the demand 



the drawings: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



1/2-2/2 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages " 
pages ~~" — - 



filed with The letter of 



. as originally filed 

_, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



, , as originally filed 

.* filed with the demand 



2 - * thisAu^j^,^^^ 

P^'^ntswereavailab^^^^ 1 

LJ the language of. translation furnished for the purpose of international search (under Rule 23.1(b»! ^ " 

LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

U the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Ru!e 55.2 and/ 

| 3, p2^^^ ™ the international application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable fomr 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written foun. 



finished subsequently to this Authority in Computer readable form 

U b^S^ 1116 inf0nnati ° n ™ W h CWft P^ *>™ - identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/fig . 

' KS^^ <f«* » *. ^ M i4 an referred* 

, and 70.17), ongfnauy Jim and are not mnexed to tins report since they do not contain anendwnts (UtilV 70.16 

"Any replaces sheet coning mch miendlngHts must bg ^ ^ ^ ; ^ ^ ^ 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive ster ftr in * > » » , 
cit ^ions and explanations supporting such statement P ° P ,n(,ustrial APP«cab.lity; 



1- Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 
Citations and explanations 

Citations 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



1) 



2) 



3) 



4) 



Dl: DE 198 34 902 A (GUTZEIT THEODOR) 11 February 
1999 (1999-02-11) 

Dl, which is considered the closest prior art, 
discloses a sanitary fitting with a double-walled 
housing, the inner housing wall being designed as a 
membrane consisting of a flexible material. 

The subject matter of claim l differs therefore from 
that of Dl in the radial arrangement of the flexible 
housing wall relative to the rigid housing wall and 
the associated mode of operation in the event of 
pressure compensation. 

The problem addressed by the present invention can 
therefore be considered that of producing a sanitary 
fitting as described above that can be inserted into 
a sanitary water pipe in a fluid- tight manner using 
simple means. 

The flexible housing wall of Dl is situated, in 
contrast to that of claim 1 of the application, 
radially on the inside. The fluid- tight use of the 
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Intemaiionaj application No. 
PCT/EP 03/13910 



5) 



Note 



fitting shown in di in a sanitary water pipe is not 
readily possible, in addition, as a result of the 
externally arranged, flexible housing wall according 
to claim 1, the mode of operation of the fitting as 
per the invention differs in the event of pressure 
compensation from the mode of operation of Dl in the 
manner described in the last seven lines of claim i. 

None of the citations discloses a solution as per 
claim l or suggests combining two or more 
disclosures so as to arrive at the claimed 
invention. The subject matter of claim 1 is 
therefore xnventive, as is the subject matter of 
dependent claims 2 to 9 . 



The present claim i is based on the original claim i 
xn combination with the original claim 2 and on page 
3, paragraph 1 of the original description. 
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